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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
GREASBROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  report  to  y ou  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  J898,  and  I shall  follow 
the  suggestion  of  a “ higher  Authority  ” in  recording,  not  only 
matters  relating  to  the  Birth  within  the  District,  but  also  a 

(1)  Tabular  statement  of  the  mortality  in  the  district. 

(2)  Action  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious 
Disease. 

(3)  Sanitary  Work  undertaken,  contemplated,  and  required. 

(4)  Action  taken  with  regard  to  Legal  Proceedings. 

BIRTHS. 

One  hundred  and  one  Births  wTere  Registered  during  the 
year,  and  as  I have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of 
1898  to  be  3,276,  it  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  30'8  per  1,000. 
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Table  I. 


MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

48 

53 

101 

DEATHS. 


Fifty  four  deaths  were  Registered  during  the  year,  giving 
a Death  Rate  of  16-4  per  1,000. 

Table  II. 


MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

31 

23 

54 

Table  III.— DEATHS  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

and 

Total. 

Year. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

upward. 

10 

5 

4 

1 

20 

14 

54 

DEATHS  FROM  ORDINARY  DISEASES. 

Croup. 

Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 
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It  is  noteworthy  that  Diarrhoea,  Phthisis,  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  aud  Pleurisy  are  diseases  which  invariably  are 
connected  with  a Clay  Subsoil,  as  at  Greasbro’,  and  amongst 
the  list  of  Deaths  from  other  Diseases  not  specificially  men- 
tioned, I find  Cancer  is  responsible  for  4 deaths,  and  in  no 
other  year  have  I ever  recorded  so  many  deaths  from  that 
disease. 

DEATHS  FEOM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  only  case  of  Death  from  Zymotic  disease  was  one 
certified  as  due  to  Enteric  Fever.  As  the  Death  Rate  of  a 
district  is  a good  guide  to  the  General  Health  of  that  district, 
it  must  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  state  of  Health  of  the 
people  of  Greasbro’  for  the  past  year  must  have  been  exception- 
ally good. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

For  several  years  past  there  has  been  a uniformly  high 
Death  Rate  of  children  under  1 year  of  age ; this  year  it  has 
fallen  to  3*  per  1,000,  and  on  examination  of  the  Certified 
causes  of  death,  it  is  impossible  to  affix  any  particular  blame, 
as  a very  large  proportion  of  these  infants  only  lived  a few 
hours,  consequently  the  question  of  feeding  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  deaths.  It  has  become  quite  necessary  in  some 
localities  to  lay  blame  on  the  improper  feeding  of  young 
children,  but  after  a long  residence  amongst  the  people  here, 
one  finds  very  few  cases  that  could  be  attributed  to  that  cause. 
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Cases  of  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Scarlet  Fever,  10  cases. 

Enteric  Fever,  3 cases. 

Erysipelas,  1 case. 

Scarlet  Fever. — These  few  cases  were  spread  about  the 
Parish,  and  at  no  time  was  a serious  outbreak  feared,  the  early 
and  late  months  of  the  year  seemed  to  be  more  affected  as 
there  were  few  cases  in  summer. 

Enteric  Fever. — These  were  (with  one  exception)  all 
very  mild  cases,  and  ran  an  uneventful  course. 

Erysipelas. 

“Action  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  Infectious 
Disease.” 

Inspection  of  House. — This  has  been  done  in  every  case 
by  your  Medical  Officer,  enquiries  have  been  made  respecting 
the  probable  source  of  disease,  also  the  source  of  milk  supply 
and  drainage.  Orders  have  also  been  given  respecting  Isolation, 
Disinfection,  and  the  time  before  the  children  should  return  to 
school.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  Head  Teacher  of  the 
child’s  school  has  been  warned  on  no  account  to  admit  any 
children  of  the  affected  family. 

As  at  present,  the  Greasbro’  Urban  District  Council  have 
no  Infectious  Hospital,  we  have  done  our  best  by  Isolation,  to 
keep  down  any  extension  of  disease.  Eespecting  the  Enteric 
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Fever  cases  similar  action  lias  been  taken,  but  more  detailed 
examination  into  Insanitary  surroundings,  such  as  Defective 
Ash  Middens,  Percolation  of  Liquid  Eefuse  into  Subsoil, 
Defective  Drainage,  Condition  of  Water  and  Milk  Supply. 

“ Sanitary  Work  undertaken,  contemplated  and  required.” 

The  Sanitary  Work  undertaken  during  the  year  has 
principally  consisted  of  regular  visiting  different  parts  of  the 
district  ; a large  number  of  nuisances  reported  on  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  suggestions 
offered  for  their  abatement.  Also,  at  the  request  of  the  Council, 
I have  several  times  made  reports  to  them  on  different  matters 
relating  to  the  health  and  safety  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  Sanitary  Work  contemplated  is,  First,  I believe,  an 
improvement  in  the  dealing  with  the  Sewerage  of  the  three 
different  parts  of  the  District,  wThich  will  when  completed,  I 
trust,  give  satisfaction;  Secondly,  a complete  house  supply  of 
good  water,  which  is  gradually  being  done;  and  Thirdly,  a 
greater  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  do  all  that  lies  in 
its  power  to  ensure  that  people  may  live  under  much  better 
conditions  than  in  past  years. 

“ Sanitary  Work  required.” 

(1)  More  efficient  refuse  scavenging. 

(2)  More  regular  emptying  of  Middens. 

(3)  All  backyards  should  be  flagged  or  asphalted  and 
drained. 
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(4)  Gradual  substitution  of  W.C.’s  for  Earth -middens. 

(5)  All  dilapidated  outbuildings  of  whatever  kind  to  be 

removed. 

(6)  Prevention  of  pollution  of  soil  by  liquid  manure. 

(7)  Periodic  Flushing  of  Sewers. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings 
during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  paid  227  visits 
to  different  parts  of  the  district ; that  he  has  given  104  notices 
to  have  nuisances  abated,  90  of  which  have  been  remedied ; 
and  that  besides  visiting  the  houses  of  Infected  patients,  he 
has  regularly  supplied  them  with  Disinfectants  and  given 
orders  to  prevent  any  spread  of  disease. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  CHEESEWRIGHT. 


